
Public holidays
Public holidays can be different depending on the state or territory you work in.

On this page:

Australian Capital Territory

New South Wales

Northern Territory

Queensland

South Australia

Tasmania

Victoria

Western Australia

Working outside your state or region on a public holiday

Tools and resources

Related information

It's important to know when public holidays are because employees can get different entitlements on these days.

You can calculate these entitlements using our Pay and Conditions Tool. (http://calculate.fairwork.gov.au/findyouraward)  

Go to our List of public holidays page (www.fairwork.gov.au/leave/public-holidays/list-of-public-holidays/default)  for a full list of public

holidays in your state or territory.

For a quick overview of public holidays, watch our short video to understand who is entitled to take a day off on a public holiday and

what you should be paid.

Upcoming public holidays in your state or territory include:
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Australian Capital Territory

Monday 4 October - Labour Day

Saturday 25 December - Christmas Day

Sunday 26 December - Boxing Day

Monday 27 December - Additional public holiday for Christmas Day

Tuesday 28 December - Additional public holiday for Boxing Day

New South Wales

Monday 2 August - Bank Holiday (applies to banks and certain financial institutions)

Monday 4 October - Labour Day

Saturday 25 December - Christmas Day

Sunday 26 December - Boxing Day

Monday 27 December - Additional public holiday for Christmas Day

Tuesday 28 December - Additional public holiday for Boxing Day

Northern Territory

Monday 2 August - Picnic Day

Friday 24 December - Christmas Eve (from 7pm to 12 midnight)

Saturday 25 December - Christmas Day

Monday 27 December - Additional public holiday for Christmas Day

Tuesday 28 December - Boxing Day (substitute day as Boxing Day falls on a Sunday)

Friday 31 December - New Year's Eve (from 7pm to 12 midnight)

Queensland

Monday 4 October - Queen's Birthday

Friday 29 October - Show holiday (Brisbane City Council, Moreton Bay and Scenic Rim Regional Council areas only)

Friday 24 December - Christmas Eve (from 6pm to 12 midnight)

Saturday 25 December - Christmas Day

Sunday 26 December - Boxing Day

Monday 27 December - Additional public holiday for Christmas Day

Tuesday 28 December - Additional public holiday for Boxing Day

South Australia

Monday 4 October - Labour Day

Friday 24 December - Christmas Eve (from 7pm to 12 midnight)

Sunday 26 December - Boxing Day / Proclamation Day

Monday 27 December - Christmas Day (substitute day as Christmas Day falls on a Saturday)

Tuesday 28 December - Additional public holiday for Boxing Day / Proclamation Day

Friday 31 December - New Year's Eve (from 7pm to 12 midnight)

Tasmania

Monday 1 November - Recreation Day (all parts of the state which do not observe Royal Hobart Regatta)

Saturday 25 December - Christmas Day

Monday 27 December - Additional public holiday for Christmas Day

Tuesday 28 December - Boxing Day (substitute day as Boxing Day falls on a weekend)

Victoria

Friday 24 September - Friday before AFL Grand Final (subject to AFL schedule)

Tuesday 2 November - Melbourne Cup

Saturday 25 December - Christmas Day

Sunday 26 December - Boxing Day

Monday 27 December - Additional public holiday for Christmas Day

Tuesday 28 December - Additional public holiday for Boxing Day

Western Australia

Monday 27 September - Queen's Birthday (Some regional areas in WA hold the Queen's Birthday public holiday on a different date)



Contact us

Fair Work Online: www.fairwork.gov.au

Fair Work Infoline: 13 13 94

Need language help?

Contact the Translating and Interpreting Service (TIS) on 13 14 50

Hearing & speech assistance

Call through the National Relay Service (NRS):

For TTY: 13 36 77. Ask for the Fair Work Infoline 13 13 94

Speak & Listen: 1300 555 727. Ask for the Fair Work Infoline 13 13 94

The Fair Work Ombudsman is committed to providing advice that you can rely on. The information contained on this website is general in nature. If you are
unsure about how it applies to your situation you can call our Infoline on 13 13 94 or speak with a union, industry association or workplace relations
professional. Visitors are warned that this site may inadvertently contain names or pictures of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who have recently
died.

Saturday 25 December - Christmas Day

Sunday 26 December - Boxing Day

Monday 27 December - Additional public holiday for Christmas Day

Tuesday 28 December - Additional public holiday for Boxing Day

Working outside your state or region on a public holiday

An employee is entitled to public holidays depending on where they are based for work not where they are working on the day of the

public holiday

Unable to display the content filter control. The folder 'Public holidays-industry specific' was not found. Please
ensure the article name and folder name match correctly - ensure no trailing spaces!
Tools and resources

Working on a public holiday (www.fairwork.gov.au/leave/public-holidays/working-on-public-holidays)

Pay and Conditions Tool (www.fairwork.gov.au/pay/pay-calculator)

Related information

List of public holidays (www.fairwork.gov.au/Leave/Public-holidays/List-of-public-holidays/default)

Not working on public holidays (www.fairwork.gov.au/Leave/Public-holidays/not-working-on-public-holidays)

Public holidays fact sheet (www.fairwork.gov.au/About-us/Policies---guides/Fact-sheets/Minimum-workplace-entitlements/public-hol-

idays)

Norfolk Island public holidays (www.fairwork.gov.au/about-us/legislation/norfolk-island#public-holidays)

Page reference No: 1904

Example: Employee working outside their state on a day that is a public holiday

Cass is an employee of a business located in Melbourne. She has been sent to Sydney to perform work during November. During

her interstate visit, the Melbourne Cup public holiday is observed. As Cass's base of employment is Melbourne, she is entitled to

the public holiday entitlements for that day, even though it is not a public holiday where she is physically working.
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